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Our Criminal Ltttrn.

The following article, replete with
pool senw, in taken from a recent i- -

8ue of tlio Jeffernon City Tribune anl
i worthy of reproduction:

Tlie pretH of Missouri has recently
Invn discussin; with much earnest- -

new our criminal laws and their exe-

cution throughout the rtate. The
opinion in piMiPrnl that the laws are
too complicated, and that criminals
who are nlle to flirht instii-- e are nf- -

fonledtoo many loopholes of escape.
n- -i i t i... l At.? a.. ofme Aruiuiw uhn umi soiiiviuiii io

"ayon this milijiH-- t from time to
time, and we have read with interest a
and profit the opinions of others, in- -

viiuiiii; vti nil-- ui pi mnrin ill
the state. The opinion npitears to
prevail that every session of the lefj--

inlnture makes matters wors. Crim
inal law is n subject that every niem-le- r

of the legislature Wis comiM'tent
change and make better, ami as a

nsult nearly every section is suljH't
ieriodical chnnjes, and only n in

skillful criminal lawyer can keep up
with Ihe various chatiires and rul- -

ns. The laws are not made so
lain that a jury can understand

them and the court is required to
interpret the law. This condition of n
affairs has railed for no little com
ment.

Why is it that our criminal laws
must le so obscure that only a judfre in
learned in law can interpret them
ami ve4 the most iirnoront are held
responsible for a violation of the.,.,,.. ti. :.. 4.1...nil xiirir ip uiir nurnmni nun ii- -

nevor lMH'n n"weml. Would it not
l'tt(,r to m:k'' tl,e !'"vs Ilain,w

tmt intHlient jury, at least,
could interpret them? If there is
any pood reason why criminal laws
should remain a mvstery to iersoi!8
possessed of onlinary intellienct the
public should no lonper 1 kept in
ignorance of it. The hands of a trial
judfje are usually tied ill criminal
cases so that he has no room to
cxei-cis- his own judgment. A com
parison of the state and federal
courts in this respect will soon con
vince one that it is better to irive
the trial judjre more latitnde, and

criminal laws, a condition of public
sentiment which, however much it is
to 1m deplored, is abundantly justifi
ed bv the facts.

Orit readers will doubtless remem
ber the trial for murder of Charles F.
Vail, w ho shot his wife near Old Mon
roe, in Lincoln county, tins sraye.
Vu:l wan assisting his wfe into a
buggy, nt the" home of lier parents
where she had been visiting. In doing
this a revolver was discharged and
Mrs. V. was mortally wounded. The
defendant, whose home was in St.
Louis, stoutly maintained tjiaf th,c

shot was purely accidental, and ap
parently grieved much over the sad a
affair. lie is eccentric, and it is said
had quarreled with his wife, hence
a suspicion that he purposly shot
huswife. A short time previous to
the shooting Vail had placed a large
insurance policy uinm the life of his
wife. This fact coujiled with his ap-

parent haste in applying for the in
surance money stengtheued the con
viction against Vad. A Warrant was
sworn out nt the instant y ui;

snrnncH cAnipAMicicliarging him with
the murder of his wife. The case was
tried at St. Louis some two months
ago, nnd the jury disagreed, ten be
ing for ncuuittal to two for convic-

tion. It is now said that the attor-
neys, Messrs Johnson and Pryden.
employed by the insurance compa
nies, nre about to abandon the case
na the companies have about given
up hope of conviction, therefore it is
expected thrt the cant willledisijiei
rl at the next term w court. .

Maine recently put a new twist 111

her prohibitory law,- - and n saloon-
keeper now pays a man $2 a day to
attend to an electric button nt the
front windows to distinguish desira
ble fro.U shady customers, ;,Jt 'irf
further agreed that in case of n suc
cessful raid the man who attends the
button is to go to jail as proprietor
of the place, his pay continuing dur
ing sentence. The real proprietor

oald ih:ii get another uuniuiv and
fhe trnij'' go inrr!i.y on. Thus if
will be seen that it ctnt junt f '2 a
day to leat the prohibition law.
Over in Portland they have discover
ed n new kind of drink. The other
night the police arrested n man who
was beastly drunk on pnrerori;. It
jjeijaicU'tj tiint kehst:h6 foktails
will lie tho nent on Portland's list of
wines. About two thousand war
rants have been served in Portland
since the present liquor war com-
menced.

Sheriff Settox, of Hay county,
received telegram from tL village
of Turney, Clinton county, n few-day- s

ago. announcing that Soier,
who murdered his wife and two club
dren in Cass county several weeks
ago, was hiding in the woods near
that place. Tlie sheriff immediately
started to look for the man with a
posse of Clay county deputies.

Xo prater disgrace, saj s the Ch-

icago Times, was ever reflected up-

on one of the United. States than
that which was caused by the dis-

position of the funds contributed for
the relief of the Johnstown sufferers.
Hut the state of Pennsylvania is to
r8t under a still meaner charge. Its
governor has demonstrated that
the regular charities of the common-
wealth have leen made the means of
enriching ghouls in human shaie,
who have starved the helpless wards

the jeople that they might fatten
on the moans of their victims. It is

disgusting picture, and humanity
shudders at the possibility of such
fiends stalking the earth. School
funds robbed, orphan children fam-

ished in homes sustained by the state,
medical attendance paid for and de-

nied to the dying form some of the
proved charges of the governor of
Pennsylvania. There has apparent-
ly lsen some sort of tariff on decency

the etate of the Cameron and
Quay.

A Qt'EEit story conies from New
Haven, Connecticut, to theeffect that
by opening a grave, evidence of
an nnpaid note was found, involving

prominent jierson who had denied
its existence. When the case comes
into court the identy of the principal
will create a sensation. The person

question was the guardian of two
children, and became indebted to the
mother for ?2"0, for which he gave
his note. The woman died seventeen
years ago, ud he thereupon claimed
the note had leen cancelled. Recent-

ly a relative rcmemlered that the
note had been sewed in the lining of
the dress in which the woman was
buried. The grave was opened twA

the note was found. It was very
much faded, but in good enough con-

dition to answer as evidence.

A ou EAT many peoplethinkanews-pajM- T

should have about a page of
local news whether unythiiighnpicns
or not. Deluded mortals! Local ed-

itors cannot make people break their
necks, commit suicide or do any of
the exciting things that go to make
up the material out of which the local
reiorter delights to weave para-
graphs. Furnishing domestic news
when there '14 npne is very much like
extracting blood from a turnip. It is
no more than fair that those who
grumble nt the lack of local news in
their paper .should stop and think
whether they could not give the edi-

tor an item or two worth printing,
and if so let them hold their peace or
growl at their own remisness.

CAKROl.LfOrt is inn king mi effort to
secure' the railroad which will, proba-
bly be built from Springfield to some
point in north Missouri. When Cnr-rollto- n

had only the Wabash rail-

road it was a lively and progressive
town; when it secured a brajvh, of

o llutiitigtoii tt was thought the
town would double in population in

brief time, but it didn't; the build- -

.ing of tlie Santa Fe cut off much of
its most valuable trade, and now,
acc ording to one of the loel ivpyi;,
the town is degenerating and empty
houses nr? to be seen on almost every
street. Our neighbor had better
let the new railroad severely alone.
Small towns sometimes get too much
of a good thing. Richmotwl Con- -

fvntor.
1 1

'NoiiwEiNFrnTH, the pre
Unded Christ, now in Kansas City,
tried to perform a miracle in his busi
ness the other day, but it did not
work. A little lame boy i n crutches
followed some gentleman who went
to call on the false pretender, nnd
when the would-b- e Christ saw the lit-

tle fellow holding up the steps on his
crutches, said to him: "Throw away
thv crutches, thou hast no need
them." The !:oy oUekCtt, Mint in try.
tng to desend 'the'steps without the
aid of his crutches fell and seriously
injured himself. This incident creat
ed a sensation in the city nnd the pre
tender had to be spirited nwav to
prevent being roughly handled.

.1 MiuAfcTlVcnftnfiias lxen in-

augurated by a number of wealthy
and influential gentlemen in the Uni-

ted States and some of the South
American states looking towards the
construction of an iTterr,r.tiniaiiail-lwm- i

from this country to Brazil, by
way of the Isthmus; of Panama,
An t'ngineei'ing corps is now among
the AudcM surveying the proposed
line and w ill report on the feasibility
of this great Herculean project. Noth-
ing can stand in the way of American
vim and enJT)2

From everywhere conies favorable
crop rejKrts. Oats seem to le the
only crop which will not yield at least
fairly well. In Hownrdsomedamage
is reported to prowing wheat from
the fly nnd cheat in some fields, T4'et4
is les injuvy, i w believed, in Boone.
Randolph and Chariton nrefrecrfrom
these pests than many counties lying
further east.

Some of the herbs in Hall's Hair
Renewer, that wonderful preparation
for restoring the color nnd thicken- -

ingthe growth of the hair, grow
plenuiuiiy in iNew tngianu.

L. E. Wolfe, state superintendent
of education, has just finished a t n'r
of the sta te, in which he has held
meetings nt thirty different points of

the foremost educatow in the state.
He says that these meetings were a
largely attended, and the teachers a
manifested a marked interest in the
work of building up Ihe educational
facilities of thestate. Professor Wolfe
is brimful of energy and determina-
tion, and with the proper support of
the ieople he will soon have thestate
equipicd with teachers second to
that of no etate in the West.

Ax experienced teacher says that
pupils who have access to newspa
pers at home, when compared with
those who do not, are better readers,
lstter sielle'rs, better grammarians,
better punctuators, and mid more
understandingly, and obtain a prac
tical knowledge of geography in al
most half the time it the
others. The newspaper is decidedly
nil important factor in modern life.
This will not be disputed by any one
who has taken the trouble to investi
gate the matter for himself.

The tariff is said to be the most
important issue between the two old
parties. . Concede this to be true, yet
there nre other issues that will not be
ignored, nnd the free coinage of sil
ver is one of them. The Democratic
party will never recede from the ad
vanced position taken by the Demo
cratic members during the last ses-

sion of congress. There is a principle
involved in this issue that must be
maintained whether it suits Mr. Cleve-

land or not. Crawfishing in politics
is not a Democratic characteristic.

Geo. J. Schwiexfukth, of Rock- -

ford, Illinois, who claims to be the
scond Christ, arrived in Kansast'ity
one day lat week. There was no
hosanas, neither did he ride into
the city on an ass, but came through
in a Pullman sleeiwr in fine shape,
and went direct to the residence of
Mrs L. A. Ward, a devoted believer
in this blasphemous impostor. How
long he will remain in the city we did
not note, but the-soone-

r he is hung
or sent to the penitentiary the bet
ter,

William Dehuy, of Macon City,
forwarded to secretary of the agri
cultural department nt Washington
City, a few days ago the sword
which Mr. Husk's grandfather, Sam'l
Itusk, wore in the Revolutionary war.
Mr. Uerry received a very cordial let-

ter from the secretary, thanking him
for the hejrloo;;i ud recalling pleas-
antly the day when the secretary was
Mr. Berry's pupil. The relic had
been in Mr. Uerry 'h possession for
thirty-fiv-e years.

It certainly must be gratifying to
the people of to see the
number of fine schools carried on in
different parts of the county. Many
of these schools are conducted
as systematically and for m
long a term, as any vtiw5 school:"
in the amt s an evidence of
this thoroughness it is only necessary
to say, that many of the pupils go-

ing out of them into the graded or
high school, take a front rank, and
that too in the senior class.

TiiK (rJofrlJii'morrTifhstn for hov-ur- al

weeks mad11 a war-

fare on Mayor Xoonan, of St. Louis.
The editor now assorts that he has
collected evidence sufficient to im-

peach the mayor of misappropria
ting moneys donated by thecity to
the Johnstown sufferers. Noonan
seems to be indifferent to these
charges, and says that his accounts
will show up all right at the proper
time.

tiikhe tin." times of course, when
lawsuits can not well be avoided, but
as a general thing a bad compromise
is better that a law suit even if you
via. It is the old story of the cute
quarreling over the cheevn, yU moii-Ve- y

uit'iv fzvi-- t the good inrt and
(ll rind is divided between the cats.
Better not monkey with the law until
the law monkeys with 3011, then get
rid of it as quickly and cheaply as
possible.

AT Carthage on Sunday of last
week much excitement prevailed on
necount of the arrest by a deputy
sheriff of the members of the Carth-
age and Joplin base ball teams while
a match game was in progress in
Carter's park. A state y;n vtvs

worri. put li,Y- - V ti. Hull before
Squire Duckbce, charging them with

breaking the Sunday laws.

The carpenters of Mexico and vi-

cinity went out to the tornado dis-

trict of Audrain county on Sunday uf
last week and put ujj rhrve houses.
Xll built n one-roo- m house for M r.
Kunkle; a two-roo- m house for Me.
Yosemyer; also o two-roo- m house for
John Doerger. There 'vcu wventy-flv- e

nieu fti work most of the day.

Last week was a great week --for
Major McKinley, the high tariff bar-
on. He was honored by having a nt

cigar named for him, while a
horse called "Protection" cams out

j first in a race at Louisville.

A de-peha- te attempt was made
by a mule thi f to commit suicide at
Paris, Monroe county, one day last
week. The thief's name wasChatten,
nnd he had a few days before stolen

span of mulis, a set of harness and
wagon at Mt. Carmel, 111. The

owner of the animals, who was on
his track, telegraphed to Sheriff Sei-ber- t,

of Monroe county, at Paris, to
watch out for him. A short time af-
ter the telegram was received the
thief drove into town and was
promptly arrested by the sheriff. The
thief immediately drew from his
pocket a vial full of the oil of vitriol
and swallowed the vial without tak-
ing the cork out. His action was ob-
served by his captors, but too late to
prevent it. A physician was at once
sent for and an emetic administered.
The thief soon commenced to vomit
and ejected the vial and contents from
his stomache. He was lodged in jail
and will be returned to Illinois.

The census bureau of Washington,
I). C, has just published the tobacco
statistics of last year's crop in Mis-
souri. Chariton county heads the
list with 3,r(y,sr0 pounds. How-
ard follows with 8i,)r,f; Carroll
comes next, (J02,7C:; Saline next,
501,372; Macon ne.vt, o3,30(; Linn
next, 214,80S,"and Randolph, 240;-42- 8

pounds. Seottcounty contrib-
utes 3,200 pounds, Ws than any
other county in the state in which
tobacco whs raised. Out of the 114
counties in Missouri, 11 1 of them
produced the weed ton greateror less
extent.

The alumni of Mctiee college are
arranging for a grand rally and re-

union nt Marshall on the 10th of
Juno. The Rev. J. S. Howard, of
Huntsville, Ben. Eli (Juthrie, of Ma-
con City, and the Rev. J. W. Baker,
of Moberly, are a committee on pro-
gram nnd general management.
This will be a grand affair, as some
of the best men and women in Mis-

souri received their education nt this
institution.

Governor Fkancis granted a par-
don on Tuesday of last week to Win-fiel- d

Allen, who was convicted of com-

plicity in the BrookfiVld bank robbery
in June, 1886, and sentenced to the
penitentiary for twenty-fiv- e years.
His accomplices in the robbery, the
Manson Brothers, had already been
pardoned, and since being released
two of them have died and the third
can not long survive.

T II. .fesse was formally inducted
into the presidential chair of thestate
university on Wednesday of last
week. His inaugural address 79 re-- ,

plete with wisdom aud, good sense,
and was veived hy a large and
appreciative audience. Governor
Francis and wife, assisted by a num-
ber (if other distinguished Missouri-- a

ns, officiated at the ceremonies oJ the
occasion.

hi night last week the white caps
took a negro named Dameron from
his home a f: mil 's north of Roan-
oke, Howard county, nnd literally
cut him to pieces with horse wldl-f-

The negro had ton siu.v- - vrves, and
his bretl'-- u stand the rack-
et, Dameron tore the caps from sev-

eral of his assailants nnd they were
all negroes.

Chas. MoxciiiEF an tyJuy, of
WashiiigTou tuwUaJifp, V(rnon coun-

ty wen poisoned on Wednesday night
of laist week b'ealiiigcaiiiKHl salmon.
Tlie attending physician announced
that Mr. Moncrief and the oMest
child would recover, but t'V. n V:ld
little hopes (? iH of Mrs.
Moiif.i-j- viu ".he two smaller chil-lre- n.

At the earnest solicitation of Sena-

tor John C. Picrsol, of Monroe coun
ty, (Jeneral Palmer, of Illinois, hns I

consented to spend Wcil'i'Way- - of
fairweek ill Mo-;lii- n (rity. The grand
uUauhh rutty appreciates the admi-

ration and sympathy he received

from Missourians during his memor-

able contest in the Iilinois legislature
last winter.

Tub lev-- " t,!W given out the
tolVuo statistics of Missouri. The
total number of planters in the state
during the census year was 10,405;
the total area devoted to tobacco.
14,350 acres; the totai product,

pounds, and tl"' value of the
crop to tin jaos'iueer, estimated on

Ue basis of actual sales, $419,520.

Missorm farmein don't want the
government to loan them money nt
2 ier cent, or at any other rate, but
they do want the govcri'Be:it to
wrest control n? tl finances of the
couy.rty htmi Wall street, and quit
robbing them through tariff taxa-

tion.

The recent y, protruded
fiTil "wet" rains in Kansas have
probably drowned the Kansas City
Times' enthusiasm over the brilliant
crop prospects in theSanflowerstate.

The people's party will have its
hands full if it undertakes to manage
the people. The name of the party is

a great deal larger than the party it--

self,

IF A nOTT ITIEET A BOOT
tho result la a collision, whether " coming;
thro' the rye," or not. I.lfo is full of colli,
ions. Wo are constantly colliding with some-
body or eomctbing'. It it isn't with our
mtiKlibors It is with some drenrt disease that"knocks lis off the track" and perhnps dis-
ables 113 for life. Women eseciullv itacenia,
h.tvo to bcr.r tlio brunt of morn collisions ana
alllicUons tiiun mankind. In nil cases ofnervousness, tcn-dcri- i;.

periodical pnins, sick hcndaclie ,
lnliiiminntion, or ulceration nnd all

"leimile irrcjrulurities" nnd "weaknesses,"
Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription comes tothe rescue of women a no other medicinedof. It is tlie only medicine for women, sold

under a poaillne (arn(e,from tne manufacturers, that it wiU rive
rv.isfaetion in every case, or money paid for
it will be refunded. Sec guarantee on bottle-wnipin- T.

Copjriflit, isss, by World's Dis. Mia Ass ir.

Or. PIERCE'S PELLETS
cjrtifcito nnd clennsn tho liver, stomach and

'Kiwete. 1 hoy luro purely vciretahlo and petv:'elly nnrmless. Ono n DoM, bold by
Ji uvaUii. 2o cents a viol.

Hays the Ilolden Herald: Missouri
stands foremost among the agricul-
tural states in tlie West. The agri-
cultural reports show the average
production an acre of all the great
staples in the West to bo larger in
Missouri than in either Illinois or
Kansas, and that, too, with acknowl-
edged inferior cultivation in Missou-

ri. The quality of Missouri wheat is
known to be as good ns is produced
from the finest fields in the world.
Missouri can maintain 200,000,000
lieople and export more than it will
import.

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut
will be one hundred and two years
old July 8. Masonry in New Jersey
is forty years older, the first lodge,
Hiram, No. 1, of New Haven, having
been instituted November 12, 1750.
Benedict Arnold was a member of
this lodge. He was admitted on a
dimit, but from what body is xin-kno-

The minutes of the meeting
during w hich he was made a member
nre still pretter-ved-

.

A osxeral row occurred on board
north-boun- d passenger train 011

the Missouri, Kansas & Texas rail-

way, one evening Inst week, between
Fayette and t he village of Talbot, ir
HoAvurd, county, among a lot of
negr iassengers, in which many
blows were passed, but withuot fatal
results.

A few days ng) the master me-

chanic of the Mituri Pacific shops
at SevViljii, received notice from head-
quarters that he would be held re-

sponsible for any injury that mJght
befall minors working umW bioi. H
at once began to thc the-- boys
employed in th shops.

A KAkoE plant for manufacturing-vitrifie-

brick has been completed at
Rich Hill, Rates county, with ca-

pacity of 25,000 brick per day.
This is probably the only plant off

the kind in th state outside of St..
Lu:i The increased demand fon
this variety of brick will no doubt
make the business profitable to the
investors.

John 0. Wousley th boss cattro
raiser of Vernon county, ehippetl a
steer to the Kansiis Cily market last
vecK that weighed 2,820 It was a- -

five-year-ol- d, and brought 4 3-- 4 ctsv
a pound. Mr. Warsly sold a eteer
last year that weighed 3,200 pounds.

Goveuxob FitANi 's offered a reward!
oi for the Kpprehenuion of J. I:.
and V.. A. Folte, of Lafayette coun-

ty, who are wanted for the murder oi
Obediah Higgins, near Higginsviliev
several months ago.

Crete, Neb., is proud" of the factf
that there-- 1 not a cat in the town.
Th old maids of Crete must be very-lonesom-

Ayer's pills are palatable, safe for
children, and more effective than any
other cathartic.

t IJitfe Ctrl'8 Erperlencelint Light
IIOttHC.

Mr. and Mr. Loren Trescott are
keepei-- s of thy government lighthouse
at Sand Reach, Mich., and are bless
ed with a daughter, four j'enrs old.
Last April she was taken down with
measles, followed with a dreadful
cough and turning into a fever. Doc
tors at home nnd at Detroit treateti
her, but in vain, she grew worse rap-
idly, until she was a mere "handful
of bones.J,' Then they tried Dr. KragV
New Discovery nnd after the use of
two and a half bottles, she was coat5'
pletely cJeU. They say Dr. King's
New D?Pcovery is worth its weight iHP

gold, yet yon may get a trial bottle


